
 

 

 
 
 

GTHL Survey Results on Body Checking in A  Hockey  
 
The Greater Toronto Hockey League (GTHL) today released the results of its recent participant 
survey with respect to body checking in its !A"  level of hockey.  
 
The GTHL recently surveyed its participants, including parents, players and team and club officials, 
who provided their views on: 

• Whether body checking should be removed, on a progressive basis, from the !A"  level in the 
GTHL, and 

• Other matters concerning  body checking and safety. 
  

The GTHL received thousands of responses, and thanks all respondents for taking the time to 
provide valuable input in regard to these important issues in our sport. The comments reflected the 
participants# thoughtful suggestions on body checking and other hockey-related subjects.  
 
Survey Results: 
 
The survey questions and results included the following: 
 
!Are you in favour of, or opposed to, eliminating body checking from A  hockey in the GTHL 
progressively, starting with Minor Bantam in the 2014-15 season? (This would mean that 
players currently playing with body checking would continue to do so, and players currently 
in Peewee A and younger age groups would never play body checking in the GTHL so long 
as they continued at the A  level.)  
 

• of respondents from Peewee and younger age groups in the A  category (being those 
who would be affected by a rule change), 66.8% were in favour of removing body 
checking. 

• of all respondents in the A  category (including older age levels), 60.9% were in 
favour of removing body checking. 

• and of respondents in all categories and age levels, 64.3% were in favour of removing 
body checking in A  hockey. 

 
In considering the body checking issue, the survey also took into account the fact that GTHL teams 
play in tournaments and championships against teams from other Ontario Hockey Federation (OHF) 
leagues, which are not currently considering the removal of body checking from !A"  hockey.  
 
The survey asked those in favour of removing body checking if they would still be in favour 
of the elimination of body checking in GTHL regular season and playoff games, if GTHL 
teams would not be eligible to play in body checking tournaments and championship games 
against teams from other OHF leagues.  
 
Most respondents indicated that they would not change their response, but some who were 
otherwise in favour indicated that they would be opposed to removal of body checking in that case.  
 



 

 

After adjusting for those different responses if GTHL teams would not be eligible for OHF 
tournaments and championships, the percentages of total respondents in favour of removing 
body checking from GTHL A  hockey are as follows: 

• of respondents in Peewee and younger age groups in the A  category, 61.2% 
would be in favour of removing body checking in that case  

• of all respondents from the A  category (including older age groups), 54.6% 
would be in favour of removing body checking in that case 

• and of respondents in all categories and age groups, 57.4% would be in favour of 
removing body checking in A  hockey in that case.  

 
 
OHF Tournament and Championship Issues:  
 
Considering the fact that playing in tournaments and championships is an enjoyable part of the 
overall hockey experience for many players, and since that factor affects the results of the survey to 
an extent, the GTHL has raised this matter with the OHF and its other member leagues. Discussions 
are on-going and the matter is expected to be further considered by the OHF Minor Council in May.  
 
 
Procedure and Timing: 
 
If a rule change with respect to body checking in !A"  hockey is to be made in the GTHL, it requires a 
majority vote of the GTHL member clubs. This matter will be brought to the annual meeting of the 
GTHL Clubs in June for consideration. 
 
However, the GTHL Board has been strongly urged to provide some indication of direction with 
respect to this matter in advance of try-outs for the 2014-15 season -  which commence April 24, 
2014 for !A"  teams $  in order that players, parents and coaches can make decisions on teams. 
Accordingly, considering that this issue has not yet been finally resolved with the OHF, the GTHL 
Board has determined that, if a rule change is made at the annual meeting of Clubs in June, it will be 
the Board#s recommendation that it be effective for the following season only $  i.e. the 2015-16 
season.   
 
The Greater Toronto Hockey League is the largest amateur hockey league in the world.  There are 
over 40,000 participants registered annually with the GTHL. 
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For further information please contact: 
 
Scott Oakman, Executive Director   Don West,  
Greater Toronto Hockey League   Greater Toronto Hockey League 
(416) 636-6845 ext 224    2nd V.P and Chair, Rules and Policy Committee 
soakman@gthlcanada.com     dwest@airdberlis.com 
 


